N. A. C. C.



Croquet Chronicles	 
January 2024


AC News

How To: Transition from Golf Croquet to Association Croquet with these 3 strokes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIy_08EGEZk


Association Croquet is rattling along at North Adelaide Croquet Club.  Our small band of active players enjoys the Thursday morning and Saturday afternoon games on our great courts.  We have welcomed at various times some Golf Croquet players to pick up the finer aspects of AC strategy to build on their already competent GC skills – these players include Gayle Searle, Laura Eden and Chris Dalzell.  We are looking forward to these players joining Norma Greig, JJ Jago and Evelyn Dalzell to augment our Division 4 squad for Weekend Pennants through 2024.
We congratulate Russell Kopp and other contributors (Janet Willshire, Ray Walter and Lyn Booth – all of whom contributed on various nights as a two-person team with Russell) in winning the Division 2 Night Singles Pennant in October-December 2023.
Night Doubles commenced for our NACC Division 3 team last Monday to the 19 February, while Pennants start on 23 March.
Roger Harris
AC Captain





Golf Croquet News

North Adelaide Croquet Club
Established 2002
Golf Croquet Pennant Titles

1. 2003 Golf Croquet Singles Pennant (no team players recorded)

2. 2007 Gold Croquet Winter Pennant.  Team players – Colin Pickering (Captain), Shuna Pickering, Kay Seeary, Kathleen Graham, Robert Kelly, Carolyne Fraser, Iane Fraser, Eric Haynes, Vivienne Haynes.

3. 2010 Golf Croquet Autumn Pennant 8+.  Team players – Norma Greig (Captain), Kay McTavish-Cooke, Kath Dispasquale, Vivienne Haynes, Pat Bradley, Barry Sherwell, Peter Swalling, Pat Rothery.

4. 2020 Golf Croquet Spring Pennant 9+.  Team players – Sue Le Poidevin (Captain), Jim Carter, Claire Royal, Janice Lis, Robin Golding, Lynn Hughes.

5. 2021 Golf Croquet Spring Pennant 24+.  Team players – Sue Le Poidevin (Captain), Kevin Le Poidevin, David Stumm, Jim Carter.

6. 2021 Golf Croquet Spring Pennant 6+.  Team players - Lynn Hughes (Captain), Barry Elsey, Peter Swalling, Robin Golding, Pam Masci.

7. 2022 Golf Croquet Spring Pennant 9+.  Team players – Karen Tierney (Captain), Jon Kirwan, Gaule Searle, Sandra Rawlings, Robin Golding.

8. 2022 Golf Croquet Spring Pennant 24+.  Team players – Sue Le Poidevin (Captain), Kevin Le Poidevin, Jim Carter, William Pennino, Karen Tierney.

9. 2023 Golf Croquet Spring Pennant 24+.  Team players – Sue Le Poidevin (Captain), Kevin Le Poidevin, Jim Carter, William Pennino, Jon Kirwan, Phil Burford, Wendy Carter.

10. 2023 Golf Croquet Spring Pennant 9+.  Team Players- Wendy Carter (Captain), Robin Golding, Phil Burford, Tina Nikou, Elizabeth Freda.

Contributed by Jim Carter
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GC Director’s Trophy 5+ competition.
Winner (singles) Doug Francis (Hyde Park) and runner up our own Karen Tierney.
Doubles runners up Gayle Searle and Doug Houghton (Millswood).


The GC Directors Trophy 5+ was held at SA Croquet lawns Hutt Rd Friday 19th-21st January. North Adelaide Croquet Club were well represented with three players entered. Karen Tierney, Phil Burford and Gayle Searle. 
The three days proved extremely challenging for all, not only with the high level of competition but the extreme high temperatures. Saturday saw the temperature go above levels for play so only a morning session was possible, but fortunately Sunday cooled down a little and all games were completed. All players agreed that the tournament gave us all great experience and learning for individual skills and pressure competition.
Congratulations must go to Karen Tierney who played consistently well throughout the tournament and competed extremely well in the final match taking the winner to a deciding hoop. As runner up she is to be highly commended and I’m sure will find herself in the winning position again very soon.
Contributed by Gayle Searle
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The committee recently decided to trial a Wednesday evening Croquet session, allowing members another choice for play and aiming to be an attraction for prospective new members. 

2 sessions have been held so far, with 10 attendees for the first week and this week about 16, including a court for Ricochet.
Feel free to come along at 6.45, for a 7pm and 8 pm game.
Contributed by Karen Tierney
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This beautiful image was snapped by Ray Walter at Wednesday’s night session when he was joined by some other members for a game of Ricochet. 
	Social Events
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IT'S BACK ... Friendly Friday Mix 😊🥂 

The first "Friday Mix" for 2024 saw a happy crowd of over 40 people at the Badger & Mallet, getting the NACC Social Calendar off to a great start.

The Committee is to be congratulated for their positive approach to cementing the bonds of friendship, support & fun our club is famous for. 

A complimentary meal and a well-stocked bar are obvious attractions, but the Members are the vital ingredient in our club recipe. The dedicated bar staff, the willing bar staff, the kitchen & BBQ workers and the generosity of members who shop, supply, prepare, serve and clean up.

We all sat down to a great meal of BBQ'd meat (cooked by an almost Bbq'd David, but that's another story), fresh salads and a delicious strawberry dessert. Relaxed (sedated?) by the contents of their glasses, a few enthusiastic members lined up to compete in a round of Rope Quoits, and the dark horse was Atholie, who, encouraged (coached) from the sidelines by Mal, was the inaugural victor.
Sylvia did give her a run for her money and bears watching for future games.

I was very happy to be a part of this sociable gathering and thanks should go to the dedicated members who made it all happen.
Long may it continue and best wishes for a fantastic 2024.
Contributed by Ann Gill




News from the ‘Badger and Mallet’

Spring Functions Produce Results

Many people helped at the club with functions over the October to December quarter. We had our bar team of Karen, Peter, William, Evelyn, Mary, Eleanor and Chris attend to a large number of work and birthday parties. 
In addition numerous people ( Gayle, Jon, Jim, Sandra, Jean, Claire, Phil, Laura, Elizabeth, Norma, Tess, David) helped Robin on the lawns for those who booked Croquet parties and others helped Mary in the kitchen for catered functions ( Pam Miller, Eleanor, Ann, Jocelyn, Barbara, Joan, Libby, Jane). 
We also had our BBQ cooks Jon and Jim for 1 function and people such as Janet, Russell, Sylvia and Jon taking on glass cleaning duties to assist the bar staff. 

All of this was a significant amount of work for all of the volunteers but particularly for Robin, our very capable Functions Manager. But through all this we promoted our club, exposed many new people to our sport and made a significant profit for our club. 

Many members do not know that for a croquet party hirers pay $20 per person to use our lawns and have club members assist. So if you were a helper at a croquet party for 50 people we made $1000 from your efforts. 
If there is no croquet and they just use our club rooms, hirers pay $160-$300 (depending upon time) plus a kitchen and cleaning charge. Obviously bar charges and meal catering are extra and in general I estimate that at least 2/3 of the money taken over the bar at functions is profit. 

Noel has advised that our profits from the bar over the October to December quarter were $3741, after taking out stock purchases. It is harder for him to separate out the money received for function hire and Croquet parties from other club hire, but I think we should comfortably feel proud of our efforts and be confident that those of us who volunteered to help over the last few months helped to make over $5500 - $7000 in funds for our club. 

Thanks to everyone who contributed and to Noel for quietly ploughing through the hundreds of EFTPOS receipts after a big function!

Karen 
Ps I have no doubt omitted someone from my recollection of helpers. Please accept my apologies.
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Christmas Lunch
For those who attended our Christmas Lunch at the Windmill Hotel, the general feeling was that it had been a successful venture. It was one of the rare occasions where with a little creative accounting A/C representation trumped G/C numbers. Special mention has to go to Robert Kelly for his dessert consumption. I lost track at six serves. So the lesson from this is if you’re planning on having dessert don’t allow Robert into the line in front of you.
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Club News

Good news! 
We got the Prospect Council grant that Sue applied for last year. During the December period the 4th and final air conditioning unit was fitted in the clubrooms. A big thank you needs to be extended to the Prospect Council, who through their grants programme have supported us in achieving this important upgrade to the clubrooms.



Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) in the General Division 

Dr Barry Elsey, Fitzroy SA 5082
 
For service to tertiary education. 

[image: ]University of Adelaide

• Adjunct Professor, Adelaide Business School (ABS).
• Senior Research Advisor, Entrepreneurship Commercialisation and Innovation Centre, 2009-2020. 
• Senior Lecturer, South Australian College of Advanced Education, 1988-2008. 

Kepler Space Institute, United States of America
 • Former Dean, Space Education. 
• Distinguished Visiting Professor. 

Community
 • Vice President, North Adelaide Croquet Club.


Congratulations Barry from the North Adelaide Croquet Club.
A Message from our Vice President

It has been very encouraging, the amount of support and encouragement I have received from you, the members since taking on the challenging task of leading the club through to calmer waters. 
It is very encouraging to see the response from members to our Wednesday night sessions and most exciting to see members playing a different, but not new version of the game in ricochet. Hopefully more members will venture into trying something new, while the opportunity exists.
Our Friday night get together last week was very pleasing to see and I still hold out hope that we will be able to incorporate rope quoits into more of our get togethers. With only 6 competitive clubs in the entire country there is a real opening for us to dominate the national scene.
Unfortunately the challenges just keep coming. The latest is hanging on our fence at lawn 4. This latest challenge is going to take a deal of time and effort. I had highlighted to the committee that this challenge was going to take a dedicated sub-committee, whose sole focus would be identifying the council’s expectations and forming actions that we can take to accommodate (combat) their demands. To this end I will be asking some members to assist by forming a sub-committee with the view of trying to maintain as best we can the club and game that we love.
Another call out for assistance will be made in the coming weeks and that is for any member that would be willing to take on the role of Complaints Officer. This person would be the first port of call for any member who has an issue that they wish addressed.


From the Coaches

Your GC coaches are Noel Spooner, Jim Carter, and Norma Grieg. 
Coaching is available to all members and we are fortunate to have the opportunity to improve our game.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BGELLU56erA

For any GC rule clarifications talk to David Stumm.	


An introduction to Ricochet Croquet
Ricochet was initially developed as a training game for Association Croquet and has become a useful transition game to take players from Golf Croquet (GC) to Association Croquet (AC).

However it has also developed in its own right and a set of rules has been prepared and published by the Queensland (Australia) Croquet Federation.
Overview
Hitting the ball in a specific direction to a required length are basic skills that need to be mastered for all versions of the croquet game. Running hoops successfully is also a necessary skill.

Successful GC requires strong strategic thinking as to whether to help your other ball, defend your ball, thwart an opponent’s attack or defence, just make position or run a hoop. Different shots such as the stop shot need to be mastered.
Ricochet Croquet builds on these skills and techniques and adds another dimension which will in time help a transition to Association Croquet.

The aim in Ricochet is for each colour ball to pass through each hoop in the correct order and then "peg out".
The players play in strict rotation and choose which of their balls they wish to play for that turn at the beginning of that turn.
Breaks are built up by hitting other balls and so gaining extra shots.
Main Differences
For those used to playing GC the main differences are:
a) The start position is now from the baulk line, which is a yard in from the lawn perimeter and runs half the width of the lawn, and is at either end.
b) Whilst the aim is to run the hoops in the correct order, the peg is also in play as the 13th point for each ball (or 7th point in a short game).

c) Each ball now has to run each hoop, so coloured clips are used to denote the next required hoop for each ball.
d) Like GC, each player goes in strict turn, the difference being that the player, or striker, has an initial choice (once all the balls are in play) of which of their balls to play at the start of each turn.

e) The big difference is that by hitting one of the other three balls, two more strokes are awarded. Usually the first of these is used to position the ball in play so that it can either hit, or “roquet”, another ball to get another two strokes, or to run the required hoop. Unlike GC, if the hoop is run correctly then a single extra stroke is awarded.

f) Once a ball has been roqueted it is deemed “dead” and does not earn two more strokes if it is hit again until it is a new turn or a hoop is run. Hitting a ball again when dead, is permitted though, and may be done for tactical reasons to move it around the lawn to a better or safer position.

g) For AC players the major differences are that the striker is dictated by the player order, not the ball colour and that after the roquet the balls are played from where they lie. Thus the position of the target ball is dictated by how it runs after being hit by the striking ball, i.e. the main control of the end position of the target ball is by how it ricochets off. For many AC players this makes the game more difficult, not easier!

h) Once the correct hoop is run, the balls all became live again. It is in this manner that, by positioning balls strategically in the roquet and positioning shots, breaks can be set up. This enables multiple hoops to be run in a single turn.

Although the above may sound complicated to the new player whose only experience is GC, after a game or two the process becomes straightforward.
	

AC Rules Quiz

1. Ray plays an angled hoop approach croquet shot. After striking his ball, the croqueted ball leaves the striker's ball as normal. However, he continues to keep his mallet in contact with his ball as he tries to steer his ball to the required position in front of the hoop. Is this permitted?

      YES or NO

 Correct answer (Oxford croquet) is at the end of this newsletter.
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Trivia
Puzzle - Spelling Bee
Q
E
O
U
C
T
R








How to Play Spelling Bee
Create words using letters from the hive.
• Words must contain at least 4 letters.
• Words must include the centre letter.
• Our word list does not include words that are obscure, hyphenated, or proper nouns.
• No cussing either, sorry.
• Letters can be used more than once.





Answer later in the Newsletter

	General News


The World Team Championship of Golf Croquet will be hosted in Australia in 2025, this will be the 4th contested ‘World Cup’ of Golf Croquet and will be contested by the following eight countries:
New Zealand (Holders)
Australia
Egypt
England
Ireland
South Africa
Spain
USA
The current World Champion, Matthew Essick from USA, is 24 and has played Association Croquet since he was a child, but only played in his first Golf Croquet World Championship in 2022 which he then went on to win.
Australia’s final team will be selected from the following squad of nine to then compete in the Championship to be held in Launceston, Tasmania, in February 2025:
Greg Fletcher – Victoria
Malcolm Fletcher – Victoria
Robert Fletcher – Victoria
Jamie Gumbrell – { ACT } New South Wales
Pete Landrebe – New South Wales
Brett McHardy – Western Australia
Chris McWhirter – Western Australia
Gary Phipps – Western Australia
Ed Wilson – South Australia

Croquet is a sport which can be played throughout the majority of a player’s lifetime, often without the need for retirement from competition like so many other sports.  However, with the increasing numbers of players who are continuing to be competitive at an older age, the need to increase the age limit of the Seniors World Championship has arisen.  This year was the final year where a competitor must be over 50 to compete in the event, from 2027 the event will be for the over 60s.
This being said, a younger generation of players are now beginning to take charge of the sport’s greatest titles, with a 22 year old and 23 year old winning the GC World Championship and Women’s GC World Championship respectively.
	Maintenance









THANKYOU TO OUR SPONSORS
	


   (08)82728555
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   94 Main North Rd, Prospect SA 5082. 
              Phone 08 8344 1046






Quiz Answers
Answer: No (Law 29)
Explanation
	Law 29.1.7 states that a fault is committed if, during the striking period, the striker allows the mallet to remain in contact with the striker's ball for an observable period in any stroke. (for exemptions see Law 29.2.4 and for limitations see Law 29.2.7)


29.2.4 Contact between the mallet and the striker's ball is not a fault under Laws 29.1.6 or 29.1.7 if it occurs after the striker's ball:
29.2.4.1 makes a roquet; or
29.2.4.2 scores the peg point; or
29.2.4.3 hits a ball pegged out in the stroke.

Puzzle Answer
Answers for Spelling Bee
cere, coquet, coquette, correcter, croquet, croquette, curette, cero, cert, cete, coco, cocotte, coerce, coercer, coerect, coocoo, cooee, cooer, coot, cooter, core, corer, correct, corrector, cote, cotter, court, courter, couture, croc, crore, croute, cruet, cruor, cure, curer, curet, curr, curt, curter, cute, cuter, cutout, cutter, ecotour, ecru, erect, erecter, erector, eruct, occur, octet, recce, recto, rector, recur, recut, reerect, reoccur, rococo, terce, tercet, toco, torc, truce

       
Committee
President						Vacant
Vice-President					Chris Dalzell
Secretary						Gayle Searle
Treasurer						Noel Spooner
Grounds Manager					William Pennino
AC Captain						Roger Harris
GC Captain						Jim Carter
AC Floor Member					Ray Walter
GC Floor Manager					Karen Tierney
Minutes Secretary (non-voting)			Glenda Kelly
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Please send your newsletter contributions to Chris Dalzell cdalzell59@iprimus.com.au
or
alternately to 
Ann Gill mqrhire@bigpond.com

I call on all team captains for the upcoming pennants competitions to send through their scoresheets for inclusion in our newsletters.
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